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Campaign Strategy 2010 

What the Angling Trust is doing for you 
 
Angling Trust is the representative body for all anglers and angling.  The organisation was 
formed in January 2009 by a merger of the many disparate angling organisations which 
went before it.  We have been recognised as the national governing body for all angling by 
the Government and have recruited nearly 14,000 individual and 1,320 clubs to 
membership. 
 
The following pages set out the priority campaigns and activities for the Angling Trust in 
2010 and beyond.  Delivery of these aims in full will require far more support and 
resources than the organisation currently has.  Much of this work simply cannot be 
delivered at the moment because we do not have the staff to do it.  Political campaigning, 
lobbying and representation are very time consuming and require professional staff and 
significant funds to pay for web site development, research, expertsô reports, surveys and 
publications.  For the time being, the organisation will do whatever it can with a small team 
of staff and its loyal and committed volunteers to make as much progress as possible. 
 
Work has been grouped under the following headings: 
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1. Fighting for Anglers 

1.1. Whereôs Our Money? 
For far too long anglers have paid for freshwater rod licences without any clear 
explanation of what we get for our money.  There are widespread reports of money 
from rod licences being used for other purposes in the EA regions and generous 
management fees being siphoned off for general administration.  There is no formal 
mechanism for anglers to decide how our money is spent. 
 
While revenue from rod licence sales increases year-on-year, the Government has 
consistently reduced the fisheries Grant in Aid which should be paid to recognise 
the value of fisheries work for the rest of society.  The increasing burden on anglers 
to pay a larger and larger proportion of the cost of fisheries work must be reversed.  
All too often fisheries funds are used to pay for the cost of othersô activities: 
restocking rivers after pollution incidents, measuring low flows caused by over-
abstraction, or paying for fisheries assessments of hydropower applications.  The 
polluters, abstractors and developers should pay, not anglers. 
 
Attempts to introduce a licence for sea anglers have been successfully opposed in 
the past and the Angling Trust will continue to oppose the introduction of a licence 
for sea anglers. 
 
What we will do in 2010: 

 Press for clear reports to be provided by the Environment Agency to explain how 
anglersô money is spent in each region and nationally on fisheries functions. 

 Introduce a national steering group with representatives from the Angling Trust and  
senior management of the Environment Agency to oversee fisheries expenditure. 

 Lobby for the decline in Government Grant in Aid to be stopped and reversed. 

 Complete the formation of Angling Trust regional forums to provide a clear steer 
about how regional and national fisheries funds should be spent. 

 
What we could do with more resources: 

 Campaign to increase the strength of angling representation on Regional Fisheries 
Recreation and Ecology Advisory Committees and ensure that they are involved in 
the Angling Trust regional structure. 

 Develop formal consultation at a regional level to set the priorities for fisheries work. 

 Launch concerted political campaigns for Government Grant in Aid to increase in 
line with income from licence fees at a fixed ratio. 

 

 



1.2. Stop Illegal Fishing 
 
Recent years have seen illegal fishing increase dramatically in a number of areas of 
the country and many thousands of fish being killed in fisheries by anglers with no 
permission to fish there.  Time and again we have heard from anglers that their 
reports of fish thefts have been passed back and forth between the police and the 
Environment Agency, with each claiming it is the otherôs responsibility. 
 
Night lines with multiple hooks, nets and even poison have been used throughout 
the country to capture fish for consumption and sale.  Migrant workers, who come 
from cultures where coarse fish are regularly taken to eat, have taken many large 
fish both legally and illegally in recent years. 
 
The Angling Trust broadly welcomes the proposed new bye-laws proposed by the 
Environment Agency to control the taking of coarse fish, but without proper 
enforcement these new regulations will be worthless.  EA bailiffs are rarely seen by 
anglers and there is a widespread culture of lawlessness on many riverbanks and 
lakesides.  At sea, commercial fishermen catch huge quantities of fish illegally and 
are rarely prosecuted.  Prosecutions lead to inadequate fines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What we will do in 2010: 

 Push for implementation and enforcement of the new bye-laws to control the taking 
of coarse fish. 

 Implement our óBuilding Bridgesô pilot project, part funded by the Environment 
Agency, to improve understanding in Eastern European communities of the bye-
laws and angling culture of this country. 

 Take civil legal action on behalf of member clubs and fisheries against individuals 
and gangs responsible for persistent fish theft and illegal activity. 

 Support the Crimestoppers initiative to encourage anglers to report fish theft, illegal 
fishing, unlicensed introductions and illegal imports. 

 
What we could do with more resources: 

 Run a concerted political campaign for an increase in funds for enforcement of 
fisheries legislation and for more bailiffs on the bank. 

 Develop a memorandum of understanding between the police, the Environment 
Agency and the Angling Trust setting out the arrangements for reporting and taking 
action on fish thefts 

 Take more widespread legal action on behalf of our members. 



1.3. Protect Anglersô Rights To Fish 
 
As the nationôs most popular pastime, angling should, 
by rights, be safe from being banned nationally or 
locally.  Given the huge contribution that angling 
makes to safer and healthier communities, local 
economies, the huge investment anglers make in 
looking after the water environment and the great 
social benefits of angling for communities, it would be reasonable to assume that 
Councils and other authorities would be doing all they can to encourage angling by 
opening up new facilities, managing them well and advertising them to anglers. 
 
In fact, recent years have seen angling banned or restricted on numerous beaches, 
piers, harbours, lakes and rivers up and down the country.  Local Councils and 
water companies have used concerns about health & safety, litter and even 
potential noise pollution to stop angling taking place.  New parking restrictions have 
been put in place on promenades to stop anglers leaving their cars in convenient 
and safe places.   
 
To stop this gradual ósalami-slicingô of angling access in its tracks, we need to 
promote the benefits of angling to the many decision-makers in local authorities, 
wildlife trusts and water companies.  We must fight any attempts to restrict angling 
access and campaign for better facilities.  This will have to be a far-reaching 
campaign, with many different strands to it, and it will need to take place at national 
and local levels. 
 
What we will do in 2010: 

 Continue to support our members where possible to fight against local bans (e.g. 
Cusworth Park Lake, Fishermenôs Beach, Torquay Harbour, Draycote Reservoir, 
Foremark Reservoir etc.) 

 Promote the community benefits of angling via National Fishing Month and other 
media activity. 

 Continue to develop relationships with Wildlife Trusts and local authorities. 

 Advise the Wildlife Trusts in the development of their own fisheries and angling 
policy 

 Continue to campaign against EU regulations which would restrict recreational sea 
angling. 

 
What we could do with more resources: 

 Print and distribute professional materials to promote the benefits of angling via the 
media and internet. 

 Meet with the Local Government Association and Wildlife Trusts etc. to explain our 
concerns and develop a Memorandum of Understanding about access. 

 Introduce and publicise codes of conduct for all forms of angling to ensure that it is 
seen as a responsible activity. 

 Appoint Regional Officers who could campaign and protest locally against any bans 
and work with local businesses etc. to demonstrate the impact on local economies. 

 Carry out audits of access and facilities for anglers in each region. 

 Use these results to secure funding from Sport England and others to improve 
facilities for angling. 



1.4. Navigation: Pay up or Shut up 
 
In recent years anglers have seen the peace and quiet on the waters they fish being 
shattered by increasing numbers of canoes, rafts and other craft.  Often these boats 
are being launched without the landownersô permission and without a right of 
navigation.  They can cause irreparable damage to delicate habitats which support 
fish and fish eggs. 
 
The British Canoe Union has been running a campaign, with some political support, 
for universal access to all watercourses, at all times ï a ñright to rowò.  In its first 
year of existence, the Angling Trust lobbied Government, MPs and the Environment 
Agency to quash these proposals, which seems to have been successful. 
 
However, considerable pressure exists for increases in lengths of river where 
canoeing and other navigation is allowed and the Angling Trust wants to ensure 
that anglersô and riparian ownersô rights are respected.  We would like to see illegal 
navigation, which is widespread, stopped through tough enforcement by the 
Environment Agency and education. 
 
Anglers pay a licence fee to use a rod, and then pay to go fishing.  We believe that 
all boats should be registered, with that registration visible, and licensed and that 
they should pay to use rivers.  We support voluntary access agreements which 
control the use of waterways for navigation so that no damage is caused to the 
natural environment and no conflict arises between boaters and other users.   
 
What we will do in 2010: 

 Continue to lobby where possible for 
voluntary access agreements which 
enable navigation but prevent 
damage to angling or fisheries. 

 Promote the Angling Trustôs policy on 
navigation to MPs and government 
agencies. 

 Represent anglersô interests on the 
Central Council for Physical 
Recreationôs water recreation group. 

 
 
What we could do with more resources: 

 Lead the development of a clear, enforceable policy in each catchment with regard 
to navigation rights. 

 Monitor illegal boating activity and web sites promoting access to areas where no 
permission exists. 

 Commission independent research into the impact of boating on the environment of 
rivers. 

 Lobby and campaign for registration of canoes and enforcement of navigation 
agreements 



2. Managing Our Fisheries 

2.1. Fight Invasive Species 
Our countryôs watercourses are plagued with non-native invasive plants and 
animals which damage fisheries, the ecology of the water, and in some cases cause 
physical harm to anglers and other water users.  Signal crayfish eat fish eggs, small 
fish and waterplants, mink take fish, water voles and birds.  Cormorants take small 
fish and cause injury and stress to larger specimens.  Floating pennywort chokes 
rivers and streams and can starve fish of oxygen.  Himalayan balsam takes over 
whole stretches of riverbanks, leaving them exposed to erosion when it dies back in 
the autumn and the waterway damaged by siltation.  Giant hogweed infests whole 
river systems and prevents anglers reaching the water ï even momentary contact 
with the skin causes painful blisters. 
 
These problems are not new, but there is a lack of co-ordinated action to address 
these problems which affect not only the enjoyment of angling, but also the health 
of river ecosystems.  Government agencies are good at talking about these issues 
but do very little unless we put them under pressure. 
 
Stopping an alien outbreak at the start is considerably cheaper than trying to 
remove the problem after a couple of seasonsô growth. 
 
What we will do in 2010: 

 Campaign for Government and its agencies to take and fund concerted action 
throughout the Country. 

 Launch an óAlien Attackô project, funded by the Environment Agency, to work with 
clubs, fisheries and riparian owners to map non-native invasive weeds and animals.   

 Provide fact sheets and identification charts to member clubs, fisheries and riparian 
owners and develop an online reporting tool.  

 Offer advice to members for remedial action and where to report actions taken (e.g. 
contacting local council about knotweed and giant hogweed, pulling Himalayan 
balsam etc.). 

 Provide detailed information to the Environment Agency and the Local Government 
Association and continue to work with the Non Native Species Secretariat in 
developing national campaigns against damaging non native species. 

 
What we could do with more resources: 

 Employ volunteer co-ordinators to lead work parties clearing invasive weeds. 

 Bid for funding to take action on a catchment basis in partnership with Rivers Trusts 
and consultatives. 

 Develop sophisticated mapping systems for monitoring the presence of invasive 
species and recording action taken to address the problems. 

 Implement political campaigns for action to be taken and funding to be made 
available for control and eradication of invasive species. 



 
Floating Pennywort Beginning To Choke the River Don 



2.2. Control Predators 
 
 
Predators that eat fish are part of the natural 
ecosystem, and sustainable levels of predation are 
important for the health of fish populations because 
predators tend to select injured, sick or old fish.   
 
However, there are many places where ecosystems 
are not natural or where fish populations are 
suffering from other impacts, which means that 
predators can cause major problems to fisheries.  
Introducing predators to fisheries which are suffering from weak fish populations 
because of pollution, over-abstraction, or lack of cover for fish, is utterly 
irresponsible.  Anglers who try to apply for licences to shoot cormorants and 
goosanders find the process far too bureaucratic and the licences are often 
inadequate for the purpose.  One of our members had 85 cormorants sitting on a 
pylon overlooking his fishery, and was given a licence to shoot 2! 
 
There have been recent proposals to release beavers back into the wild.  While they 
donôt eat fish, they do build dams and destroy bankside vegetation.  Until our river 
systems are completely restored and man-made barriers to fish are all removed, 
such a move should not even be contemplated. 
 
Fisheries in certain parts of the country are suffering from predation from 
cormorants, goosanders, seals and otters.  The Angling Trust carried out a survey 
of our members in 2009 and received many reports of tame otters which indicates 
that they are still being released into the wild against official guidelines. 
 
What we will do in 2010: 

 Lobby DEFRA for an increase in the number of licences awarded for the control of 
cormorants. 

 Provide guidance to our members about how to go about applying for a licence to 
shoot cormorants and work with the British Association of Shooting and 
Conservation (BASC) to provide training and volunteers to help. 

 Lobby Natural England to publicise the fact that it advises against the reintroduction 
of otters now that natural regeneration has been successful. 

 Campaign for the protection and restoration of damaged river systems so that they 
can support healthier fish populations. 

 Lobby the Environment Agency for more funds to be released to support the cost of 
fencing and other deterrents at still water fisheries to keep out otters. 

 Lobby Natural England to halt plans to reintroduce beavers. 
 
What we would do with more resources: 

 Provide advice and secure funding for catchment restoration. Funds must be used 
to recreate nursery and refuge habitats to provide protection to fish from predators. 

 Assist individual fishery owners with applying for licences to control cormorants, 
goosanders and mergansers. 

 Commission independent research into the impact and management of predators. 



2.3. Keep Fish Healthy 
 
In recent years both wild and stocked fish have suffered from epidemics of viruses 
and parasites which have had a significant impact on the angling industry.  Koi 
Herpes Virus (KHV) has caused many fisheries to have to close their gates for 
months on end and considerable suffering to infected fish.  Infected ornamental fish 
continue to be released into the natural environment. 
 
The risk of currently absent fish diseases reaching UK waters remains very real.  
Gyrodactylus salaris in particular has the potential to cause billions of pounds 
worth of damage to the angling industry, and could require whole river systems to 
be poisoned, putting thousands of people out of work. 
 
What we will do in 2010: 

 Campaign for a ban on fish imports for stocking to the wild. 

 Campaign to stop ornamental fish being used in fisheries because of the biosecurity 
risk they pose to wild fisheries.  

 Campaign for the provision of adequate controls on fish diseases to improve the 
health of our fisheries. 

 Work with the Fish Welfare Group to disseminate information to members about the 
control of fish diseases and new legislation. 

 Respond to consultations regarding fish disease and welfare. 
 

What we could do with more resources: 

 Develop a national strategy for the prevention and control of all major fish diseases, 
including contingency plans for an outbreak of Gyrodactylus salaris. 

 Launch a publicity campaign to raise awareness of fish health regulations amongst 
fishery managers, the ornamental fish trade and the general public. 

 Lobby for more resources to be given to the Environment Agency fisheries 
department to enforce legislation and ensure biosecurity of all fisheries. 

 Lobby and campaign for the respective roles of the Environment Agency and 
CEFAS to be clearly delineated and for them to draw up co-operative working 
agreements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Environmental Campaigning 

3.1. Restore Fish Stocks 
A succession of governments should hang their heads in shame for the fact that we 
no longer have óplenty more fish in the seaô.  Many fish which were once regarded 
as a staple food have become rare and endangered as a result of generations of 
greedy overfishing, pollution and habitat destruction.   
 
Commercial fishing techniques have ploughed up the sea bed habitat and 
decimated populations of fish and invertebrates in UK waters.  Many tonnes of fish 
are thrown back dead into the water for every tonne of fish which ends up on our 
plates.  Foreign trawlers are often not bound by rules to protect UK stocks, and 
enforcement of those rules which exist is completely inadequate. 
 
Governments bow to the demands of some commercial fishermen, ignoring the fact 
that rod and line angling generates more money for the economy and employs more 
people and most importantly that the fish belong to us all.  Catching fish with a rod 
and line is far more sustainable than dragging the depths with a net; anglers take 
what they need for the plate, can return alive any unwanted catch, target particular 
species and donôt damage the sea bed. 
 
What we will do in 2010: 

 Appoint a Marine Environmental Campaigns Manager, funded by a charitable grant, 
to campaign on behalf of anglers for protection of fish stocks and the marine 
environment. 

 Campaign alongside the Bass Anglersô Sportfishing Society (BASS) for the 
minimum landing size for bass to be reviewed in 2010 and increased to 45 cm and 
for bigger mesh sizes in general 

 Campaign for fundamental reform of the Common Fisheries Policy to end the 
lunacy of commercial fishermen throwing dead fish back into the sea and to 
introduce controls on fishing methods and scientifically-based quotas. 

 Campaign for better representation of anglers on Inshore Fisheries Conservation 
Authorities. 

 Campaign at a local level for controls of aggregate extractions to avoid damage to 
fishery habitats. 

 Campaign for conservation restrictions on fishing within the 12 mile limit to apply to 
foreign as well as domestic vessels. 

 Lobby and take legal action to get all fish farms in the UK relocated away from runs 
of migratory fish, and ideally based on land using recirculated water, to stop the 
damage currently being done to wild fish stocks by sea lice infestations, pollution 
from farm fish faeces and uneaten food. 
 

What we could do with more resources: 

 Appoint regional officers to campaign at a local level on marine fisheries issues. 

 Develop national campaigns to compete with well-funded commercial lobbyists. 

 Publicise the damage done by some commercial methods and educate consumers. 

 Establish national monitoring system for rod-caught fish to sample fish stocks. 

 Commission independent research into the economic value of sea angling. 



Dawn of a New Era for Fish Stocks? 




















